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To the Arboriculture and Utility Vegetation Management Industries, 
 
The Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic is causing many social and economic impacts. Australian 
authorities are enforcing social distancing measures proportionally and incrementally based on the 
local spread of the virus and using terms such as ‘essential services’ or ‘essential’. The frequent 
update of restrictions, in response to the rapidly spreading virus, is leaving many arboriculture and 
utility vegetation management businesses confused about the terminology being used. 
 
At the time of release of this statement, no utility vegetation management or arboricultural tasks 
have been included in any of the various lists of restricted activities that have been released by 
the Australian Commonwealth or by any State/Territory Government.  
 
It is the responsibility of each business to ensure that they are protecting their employees in line 
with government guidelines and to check regularly with government authorities for any revised 
restrictions, as the situation is developing daily and it is your responsibility to remain current with all 
information being disseminated.  
 
The implementation of suitable hygiene and distancing restrictions will allow most arboricultural 
and utility tree work tasks to be conducted with very low risk of exposure.  It is imperative that 
businesses ensure that their operations conform to current hygiene and distancing requirements.  
 
Arboriculture Australia will continue to work and support our industry throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic response. We will do our best to keep you informed of relevant restrictions, 
provide practical advice, and help navigate you through these challenging times. Regular 
communications will occur via our website, email, social media and member publication, The Bark. 
 
We hope you, your families and your business will be safe, calm and patient during this challenging 
time. Remember, these disruptions are temporary, and that as an industry we must support and 
look after one another. Please do not hesitate to reach out to Arboriculture Australia with any 
questions, concerns or suggestions regarding the industry response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Sincerely,  

Joe Harris, Director 
on behalf of the Board of Directors 


